
 
 

 
Deck 
USCG License     STCW 95 Regulation  Level 
 

Master  Unlimited Tonnage 
Unlimited Near Coastal or Oceans   A-II/2    Management 
Mates (OICNW) Unlimited Tonnage 
Chief  Mate Unlimited Near Coastal or Oceans A-II/2    Management 
3rd or 2nd Mate Unlimited Near Coastal or Oceans A-II/1    Operational 
Master Limited Tonnage 
1600grt/3000gt ITC  

Near Coastal / Oceans   A-II/2    Management 
 Inland     non STCW 95   n/a 
500grt  

Near Coastal / Oceans   A-II/2    Management 
Inland     non STCW 95   n/a 

≤ 200 grt/500gt ITC 
Domestic Near Coastal   non STCW 95   n/a 
Inland     non STCW 95   n/a 
Domestic Oceans    non STCW 95   n/a 
Near Coastal International   A-II/3    Operational 

Mates (OICNW) Limited Tonnage 
1600grt/3000gt ITC  

Near Coastal / Oceans   A-II/1    Operational
 Inland     non STCW 95   n/a 
500grt  

Near Coastal / Oceans   A-II/1    Operational 
Inland     non STCW 95   n/a 

≤ 200 grt/500gt ITC 
Domestic Near Coastal   non STCW 95   n/a 
Inland     non STCW 95   n/a 
Domestic Oceans    non STCW 95   n/a 
Near Coastal International   A-II/3    Operational 

 
Engineering 
USCG License     STCW 95 Regulation  Level 
QMED (see MMD) 
Designated Duty Engineer (1000,4000,Unlmtd)  A-III/1    Operational 
Assistant Engineer Limited 1600grt/3000gt  A-III/1    Operational 
Chief Engineer Limited -Near Coastal   A-III/2    Management 
Chief Engineer Limited -Oceans 1600grt/3000gt  A-III/2    Management 
Chief Engineer Uninspected Fishing Vessels*  A-III/2    Management 
Chief Engineer Offshore Supply Vessels**  A-III/2    Management 
3rd or 2nd Assistant Engineer Unlimited    A-III/1    Operational 
First Assistant Engineer Unlimited    A-III/2    Management 
Chief Engineer Unlimited     A-III/2    Management 
 
*Limited to Uninspected Fishing Industry Vessels 
**Limited to Offshore Supply Vessels 

 
Merchant Mariners Documents STCW 95 Regulation  Level 
Ordinary Seaman     non STCW 95   n/a 
Specially Trained Ordinary Seaman (STOS) - RFPNW A-II/4    Support (Rating) 
Able Seaman – RFPNW    A-II/4    Support (Rating) 
Qualified Member of Engine Department – RFPEW A-III/4    Support (Rating) 
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 MCA – STCW CODES 
 

Yachtmaster Certificates 
MCA Accepted     STCW 95 Regulation  Level 
Offshore      non STCW 95*   n/a 
Oceans      non STCW 95*   n/a 
 
*Note: When LY2 is released it is understood that there will be an opportunity for Yachtmasters to convert their 
Certificates of Competency to an actual MCA STCW Compliant CoC by taking an Oral Exam and meeting 
certain training requirements. This will then result in an MCA CoC as Master Yachts 200gt and will most likely 
meet either A-II/2 or A-II/3 with a 200ton yacht limitation with a route of either Offshore or Oceans. 
 

Deck - Yacht 
MCA CoC     STCW 95 Regulation  Level 
OOW (Yacht)     A-II/1    Operational 
Chief Mate (Yacht)    A-II/2    Management  
Master 500gt (Yacht)    A-II/2    Management 
Master 3000 (Yacht)    A-II/2    Management 
 

Engineering - Yacht 
MCA CoC     STCW 95 Regulation  Level 
AEC      non STCW 95   n/a 
MEOL      non STCW 95   n/a   
Y4      A-III/3    Operational 
Y3      A-III/2    Management 
Y2      A-III/2    Management 
Y1      A-III/2    Management 
 
 
 
 
 

Aide to memoir: 
 

Aide Memoire 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The codes for STCW compliant licenses or certificates are broken up in several ways. The easy way to think of 
them is by sections, departments and levels.  The departments would include Deck, Engineering, etc.  Generally 
there are three levels of service: Management (Masters, Chief Mates, and Chief Engineers), Operational (Mates 
& Assistant Engineers) and Support (Ratings). The above lists may seem daunting at first, but if you consider 
the following “Codes” it will make it much easier for you to remember where you and your crew fit in. T
information will also be listed on your license, certificate of competency or merchant mariners document. 

his 

 
When a code is written the department is listed first followed by the level. 
For example:  II/2  Deck / Management 
 

Departments: 
II Deck 
III Engineering 
 

Levels: 
1 Operational 
2 Management 
3 <500 tons or <3000kw or certain restricted certificates varying by administration 
4 Ratings (can be an engineering, deck or general yacht rating) 
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